Money w1th sta,ymg power

Mexico expects longer use
from plastic 20-peso bills

By S. Lynne Walker
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

. MEXICO CITY — It bends. It curves. It
doesn't tear. It doesn’t even get dirty.

Plastic money. It's Mexico’s latest way of

dealing with the expensive problem of repla-
cing ripped-up, worn-out currency.
-On Monday, the Banco de Mexico will

release a plastic 20-peso bill that could revo- .
- lutionize the way money is- hand.led in t‘tns

‘country.
The 20-peso bill will still bear the familiar

the same size. It will still be tinted with blue
- dye. It will still be worth about S2. -

But the new bill, the subject of six years of: -
research, has a tiny, transparent window that

makes it tougher to counterfeit.-And it's

+ fabricated from polmyer instead of cotton-- .
“ based paper, making Mexico the first nation °

_in North America with plastic currency.

“The, e::menment holds so much prormse

On Monday, Nie.xlco will release a pléstic S
20-peso bill, making it the first nation in
North America to have plastic currency
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face of Mexican hero Benito Judrez. It will be - -
that the .S Federa] Reserve Bank is watch-

ing to decide whether, one day, the green-
back could also go pIast:lc .

The 20-peso note is Mexico’s most heavﬂy
used bill, so it’s subjected to a lot of wear and
tear, said Jaime Pacreu, currency-issuing dl-.
rector for Banco de Memco the nahon s
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